A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
later those who died because their constitutions were wrecked
through the famine we should, of course, have a far higher
number.
Following upon the death of so many myriads by starvation
there came wholesale eviction among the remainder. The land-
lord class, known to the Irish as " the garrison," unable to
receive their rents and therefore to pay the interest on their
debts to the City of London, began to clear the land of people
with the object of stocking it in some more profitable fashion.
Within three years of the Famine one-quarter of the popu-
lation had been turned out of doors; and the process was
to continue until it had directly and indirectly affected three-
quarters.
Partly from the effect of the Famine and the fear of its
renewal, but more as a consequence of these evictions, the
Irish people began to leave their country wholesale. They were
the poorest of the poor, their constitutions already ruined by
the calamity they had suffered; they poured across the Atlantic
in vessels the profits of whose passage fell to the rising shipping
of England, and it is worthy of remark that of those human
cargoes 17 per cent, died before reaching America. The num-
bers that perished within the island of sheer starvation, or as
a consequence of extreme insufficiency of nourishment, having
been a million and a quarter (out of a total population of eight
millions), the number who were stricken by disease and ruined
in health by the scarcity being indefinitely larger, wholesale
forced emigration being added to the rest, Ireland appeared to
be bleeding to death. From that fatal year of 1848 to our own
day, during the space of a very long lifetime, the vital forces of
the country and its numbers declined; at first rapidly, and
then, as exhaustion did its work, more slowly, until at least half
the people had gone. Those of the Catholic peasantry who
were left behind largely represented the least able and the most
impoverished.
It must be clearly understood that the Irish Famine was not
due to a lack of food. It was due to that impoverishment of
the Irish race which had fallen upon them when their land was
taken from them by force in the seventeenth century. There
was plenty of food in Ireland; there was even export of food
during the Famine itself: the failure of the potato crop destroyed
only the food of the poorest, and had money been provided by
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